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Message Text 


1 . HEREWITH FULL TEXT JOSEPH KRAFT ARTICLE WHICH APPEARED 
IN WASHINGTON POST THURSDAY, APRIL 13. 

2. AMMAN - HE USED TO BE KNOWN AS A DASHING MONARCH, BOLD 
AND A BIT OF A PLAYBOY - "THE JAMES DEAN OF ARAB FEUDAL- 
ISM." NOW KING HUSSEIN OF JORDAN IS A SOMBER STATESMAN. 

SO IT IS NOTABLE THAT HE HAS SUDDENLY ABANDONED A ROLE OF 
STUDIED QUIET IN FAVOR OF A LOUD CALL FOR A SUMMIT MEETING 
OF ARAB LEADERS. 


3. I TALKED WITH THE KING ABOUT SUMMIT POSSIBILITIES DUR- 
ING AN INTERVIEW IN HIS PALACE. IT WAS OUR THIRD ENCOUNTER 
IN THE PAST FOUR MONTHS, AND I WAS STRUCK AGAIN BY THE 
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PHYSICAL MARKS OF CHANGE. 


4. HUSSEIN'S FACE IS DEEPLY LINED NOW. HIS HAIR IN GRAY- 
ING AND HIS TONE SOMEWHAT WEARY. HE IS GROWING A BEARD-- 
"LIKE MY GRANDFATHER,' HE SAID. 

5. I OBSERVED THAT THE CALL FOR A SUMMIT SEEMED A DEPAR- 
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TURE FROM A PERIOD OF DOING NOTHING - ESPECIALLY ABOUT 
THE PEACE NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN EGYPT AND ISRAEL. HUSSEIN 
SAID HE HAD BEEN ACTIVE ALL ALONG IN TRYING TO PROMOTE 
COHESION AMONG THE ARAB STATES. BUT HE CONCEDED THAT 
PRESIDENT SADAT'S VISIT TO JERUSALEM "CAUGHT US ALL 
COMPLETELY BY SURPRISE.. ..WE WERE MOMENTARILY PARALYZED." 

6. WHAT BROKE THE PARALYSIS WAS ISRAEL'S INVASION OF 
SOUTHERN LEBANON LAST MONTH. IN THE PAST, THE KING 
RECALLED, ISRAELI ATTACKS HAD ALWAYS PROVOKED SOME KIND 
OF MILITARY RESPONSE. HE MENTIONED 1948, 1956, AND 1967 

AS EXAMPLES. 

7. THIS TIME THERE HAVE BEEN NO REACTIONS. BUT THERE 
WAS "PAIN AND DISQUIET" AMONG THE ARAB MASSES. THOSE 
BITTER FEELINGS OF FRUSTRATION CONSTITUTED A MORTAL 
DANGER. THEY THREATENED THE "WRECK OF THE ARAB NATION." 

TO AVERT THAT HE WANTED THE ARAB LEADERS TO GET TOGETHER 
AND DEVELOP POLICIES OF HARMONY AND COOPERATION. "WE DO 
NOT WANT TO BE THE LAST OF THE ARABS," HE SAID. 

8. I ASKED IF A SUMMIT MEETING WOULD NOT IMPLY AN AC- 
KNOWLEDGEMENT BY EGYPTIAN PRESIDENT SADAT THAT HIS INITIA- 
TIVE HAD FAILED. "I HAVE ALWAYS SAID," THE KING REMARKED, 
"THAT THE SADAT INITIATIVE HAD TO HAVE ONE OF TWO RESULTS." 
ONE WAS SUCCESS, WHICH WOULD MEAN ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL FROM 
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OCCUPIED TERRITORY. SELF-DETERMINATION FOR THE PALESTINI- 
ANS, AND PEACE. IF THAT OCCURRED, "WE WOULD ALL REJOICE." 

9. BUT, HE WENT ON, "WE HAVE NOT HAD SUCCESS." ON THE 
CONTRARY. HE NOTED THAT U.N. RESOLUTION 242, PROVIDING 
FOR WITHDRAWAL FROM OCCUPIED LANDS, WAS NOW QUESTIONED 
BY THE ISRAELIS. HE SAID THERE WAS NO MORE PROSPECT OF 

A GENEVA CONFERENCE. HE SAID THAT AFTER THE LEBANON 
INCURSION HE DID NOT EVEN KNOW "WHAT MAP OF THEIR COUNTRY 
IS IN THE MINDS OF THE ISRAELI LEADERS." 

10. I ASKED WHETHER HE WAS SAYING, IN EFFECT, THAT SINCE 
THE SADAT INITIATIVE THINGS HAD MOVED BACKWARD. "YES," 

HE SAID, "WE HAVE GONE BACKWARD." 

1 1. AS A RESULT, HE ADDED, "THE ARAB WORLD IS NOW MOVING 
TOWARD SAYING, ALL RIGHT, WE TRIED AND FAILED. LET US 
LOOK AT OURSELVES, AND BUILD OUR STRENGTH, SO THAT IN 
TIME ISRAEL WILL ASSUME ITS TRUE PROPORTIONS, AND WE CAN 
TRY AGAIN. LET US MAKE OURSELVES STRONG SO THE ISRAELIS 
WILL KNOW THEY CANNOT THREATEN US." 
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12. I EXPRESSED DOUBT IT WOULD BE POSSIBLE TO CONVENE A 
SUMMIT, ESPECIALLY GIVEN THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN EGYPT 
AND SYRIA. HUSSEIN ADMITTED THE DIFFICULTY. BUT HE 
CLAIMED HE HAD ENCOURAGING SIGNS FROM ALL COUNTRIES, 
INCLUDING SAUDI ARABIA. "THERE IS A CHANCE," HE SAID, 

"THAT SYRIA WILL COME IN." 

13. BUT AN ARAB SUMMIT LOOKS TO ME TO BE WAY, WAY IN THE 
FUTURE. I SEE NO SIGN THAT SADAT IS READY TO GIVE UP HIS 
PEACE INITIATIVE. NOR THAT SYRIA IS READY TO ABANDON 
THE SO-CALLED REFUSAL FRONT. 

14. MY GUESS IS THAT KING HUSSEIN HAS CALLED FOR THE 
SUMMIT AS A KIND OF DEFENSIVE MANEUVER. IT PUTS HIM IN 
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GOOD POSITION TO RESIST ANY PRESSURE THAT HE IOIN SADAT 
IN TALKING WITH THE ISRAELIS. IT ALSO PUTS HIM IN GOOD 
POSITION TO OPEN DEALINGS WITH REFUSAL FRONT WITHOUT 
HAVING TO DENOUNCE SADAT. IT IS NOTABLE THAT THE 
JORDANIAN PRIME MINISTER HAS JUST RETURNED FROM A VISIT TO 
PRESIDENT QADDAFI OF LIBYA, A LEADING FIGURE IN THE RE- 
FUSAL FRONT, WITH AN APPARENT PROMISE OF FINANCIAL AID TO 
JORDAN. 

15. BUT HUSSEIN'S STANCE INVOLVES MORE THAN SELF-PROTEC- 
TION BY A CANNY MAN IN THE MIDDLE. HE IS NOT MERELY TRY- 
ING TO MINIMIZE THE DAMAGE HE WILL SUFFER IN TIMES BOUND 
TO BE DIFFICULT. HE IS ANNOUNCING HIS OWN JUDGMENT-THE 
JUDGMENT OF A SHREWD, EXPERIENCED, MODERATE AND PRO-WESTERN 
ARAB LE ADER -THAT SADAT'S EFFORT TO FLY SOLO HAS NO FUTURE. 
END TEXT CHRISTOPHER 
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